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At lang last I have managed to assezd>.te what is available o~ the 
tam:tl7 "pedigree", enclosed 11-..nth.. It 1s not as nea't as I woul.4 
like to have had it, but it 1s the best I can do under the o1Jtc•
atanoff. M3" great hope that it ie reasonabl7 accurate, but 1n a 
hundred years trcm now it ia hope4 that OU1' dist1ngu1ahe4 descendants 
won't discover too mu.ch 1a0Dg with it. 

CongraWl.atiana an 7ou.r auoeeas as a delegate. We ~ov you will be a 
credit to yourselt and the State or west Vil'lgin!.a. "The ohair recogniz.,a 
Miss Obristian, distinguished de1egate :trcn the State o~ West V1rg1n.1a". 
And then, Maud, you just reaa up on your two sturd7 hind legs and g!Te 
•em hellJ Or, 'Whatever the Democzaata n"d• We are oount1ng on you 
bei.ng a bright spot on the ta:mil.7 pedigree. 

We have made tentative plans to be in the Chicago area about the middle 
of Jul7, and it is doubtrul lr!hetber we can stop anywhere on the way. 
However., we are looking .forward to visiting you and George scanetima in 
tho future-, and greatly appreciate your invitation. We ba~e been invited 
to stop 1n Anderson, Ind., but we may not have t1m• for that, eithel-. 
1bere has been so mu.oh to do around our premiaee here. T'nere are two 
joba an Bob ts and Mar:r'• house that will. need -to be oan;plet&d bet'o:re ve 
leave, too. It is a ve~ nice place, and I am aura you 1411 like it. 

! am sending Pae a eoP'1 of an» tamily tree. We hann•t seen her since 
our trip down here in 19$6. It would be nice if she could oome down 
with J'OU next winter. We shall look forward to seeiJsg J'OU both. It is 
about time :rou take a vacation t'rOIA all those la~ezts and other people' a 
troubles. Down here you have a w.!.de choice ot aotivitf, or lack or 1t,. 
au.ob. aa golt, shutneboard, fishln&, boating, s!ghaeeing, or Just wn-
batbing, swimming, catching up cm .Jin'P aettin'. .. 

Give my regards to George and w1 sh h1m well. Let us hear from you from 
time to t!me, nnd 1n the meantime take good caH ot _:roursel.t. 

Hiss 1'18.ud Christian 
Box 310 
''ielsh, West Virginia 

Love, 



CHILDREN: 

his son. emigrated to America and settled in Virginia,' 
where he m.arried. _a S!!'l named Harrison. H•r sister 
was mother oftWlllfam ~~ ("Stonewall") Jackson. -To 
this couple were born-·l'Qb.r sons and two daughters ... , 

I " /t ~ .. 1-. _ ...... · 

,.., l'·1 • ,r~. " ,,.... . v:.f.A~..L.. -· 

1. Joshua, Jr. Ile ln.e..rried a girl named Stinnet. To them were born 
several children at Amherst, Va. 

. 2. John H. --
3. James 

4. William 

5. Sarah 

Born in Rockbridge County, Va., Har. 4, 1800, End died 
1n Jackson CountJ, w. Va., Sept. 8, 1867. 

Went to Old orchard, He., at the age of 17 aid hired 
to a shipbuilder. !•:arri ed a girl named Redman. 'lhe7 
had a son named J. w. Duf'f, who could still be living 
in Old Orchard. Jruoos was killed n:y a falling tree. 

Settled at Ambrosia., Mason County, w .. Va. Married a 
girl named Grant, said to hav e been related to 
President Grant . 'lliey had a. dauchter, who married 
Joseph Du.ff , son or John H. Duf.f • (First cousins) 

Ma1·ried Peter Taylor, Arn.herst, Va. There were no 
children. Sarah died n f'ew years after marr·iage. 

Married a Mr. Coffee. To t hem were born several 
ci1ildren, who lived at the edge of the Dlue Ridge 
Motmtains. 

Marsar,e.t Aman.Ji! ~llen (Married t o John H. Duff) 

Born in Rockbridge Cow\~J. Va. , June 12, 1814. Her 
father, Robert F. Allen, was b orn in Scotland. He 
had no brothers nor sisters a~d d ied at the age of 48. 
His widow, Amanda 1 s mother, married William Logan, 
and to thEln -was born a. son, William Monrq.e Logan. 
Margaret Amanda had th8ee sisters and two b rothers. 
Two of the sisters c~ iecl young, and the other one, 
I1ary , died a t the age of 35 years . One brother .. 
Robert, died at the age of 17. The other one , W. s. 
Allen , married an:i moved to Sridgeport, Ala., and 
died at the age of 87 yearD. To this couple was born 
a son, 'W . S. Jr., who lived i n Bridgeport. Margaret. 
Amanda's great, great grandmother was a Betsey Brown, 
whose sister we.s mother of the poet, Robert Burns. 
Hs.rGaret .AManda also :.1s.d a first cot,;. sin, Fielding 
Brown, anC:. an uncle, Joe 3rown, whose fa t h er was 
named Joe Brown, dencendcnts or the older 3rovm. fwdly. 



Margaret an•nda had a good education tor her dq 
and t1me. She and John H. were well-bred. 
relatives were regarded as high class. 

CHILDREN ot John H. and Margaret Amanda Duff: 

2. Deniel c. Born at Amherst, Va • 
1. George H. t 
.3 . Benjamin 

In 1837 the ~amily moved to a 160-acre farm near 
Shawneetown, Ill., \there the following children 
were born: 

4 •• Isaac Newton ("Ike") 
S ~5les Edward 
6. Jo Irv!ii Di ed 1n infancy. 

7. Mary 

8. Joseph 

9. Margar e t 
10. Uancy 
11. Per r y 
12. J ohn H. 

The f a.rm wa s on l 0\1 ground, and was f l ooded in the 
spring ; so they sold at some sacr i f ice and started 
b ack east. They sett.led f or a time in Gallia County, 
Ohi o, w,,.,_er e they encountered :"losq_ui tos and malaria . 
'f\1ey were advised to · :.ove t o h i i;her ground. 

Born Nov. 11, 1840, in Gallia CoW1ty , o. 
The f amily moved to Jack~on County , ·.-1. Va. , and lived 
f or a year on the Hirar.i J?auber ii'a.rm, which was on what 
is now the Charleston- Hi?l ey Turnp1l~e, near the road 
t ha t leads off to 1 t . cl.L. 

Born Dec. 25, 1841, on ~1e Fauber Fa.rm. 

Gr eat-Grandfather John H. Duff f i l ed clai:-1 f' or a:> me 
l, 500 acres of publ le land on r-1t . TelJ , a nd r>roceedod 
to set up a '!'lomestead. The 1-~c!..D.in Land Company also 
clo.l:1ed the l and , and l r.t e :· , whe :-1 it \ms <l ivided 
mnong the ch ildren, all bu t t ;io of the cb.11 C. ren fought 
f or their claims t hrou(;h t he c ou r ts an d won. I s aac 
and C'1.arles pai d the land c cri;)nny ~~300 ench in settle-

1nent of the land c oml_Jany' s c l a.ms, b y r o.isi nc and 
sellinG tobacco. 

Born at the Duff H omestead. 
13. Robert s . ( "Dandy") 
14. Wi l l i am s . {"Hick ") 



lobw~ L 
Hal-garet 
George, JB. * 
Lena 

49Mardered bf W.14 
Countf• Mob in 1887. 

Jol:m w. (M. D. in Charleston, ~ 
W. Va.} 

Lina 
Rathburn o. 
Sall7 
Ludie £___Twins 

). Benjamin .!Atff.t C!UL.IJFU::-i: James A. 
Catherine 
Jerome 
Horman 
Addie 
Sam 
Bertha (Lee) 

4. Isaac Uewton 0uf'f ( 11I l:e n) and Caroline Cunnlngham Dui'f, CilILDRm: 
Alice 
Major Lee (Died o.t 92) 
Matilda 
Albert s. ( t1Bl.lb 11

) (Son, Ray, resides in 
Flori da) 

Uathan E. 
Frederick R. 
Ru.fus E. 
Homer Allen (Born May 19, 1879) 

7. Mary Du.ff, DAUGHTER: Parthena ( "Phena"), born Mar. 23, 1873. 
Married to F.d. iJhetherholt, older 
brot:1er of Albert 1:.hetherholl, lidlo 
was husband of N ency Duff, <la.ugh ter 
of' Charles Edward ~· 

13. Robert B. Vu.ff, CHILDR.m: ~a 
Daniel f'o 

Nol"mllll (Son o£ Benjamin) 

Hiram Atlee (Born 1880) 
Verna (Mrs. Verna Kiser) 
Calvin (Kllled by Roma Hunt) 
Denny 
Okey w. 
Mrs. Greek Davis 
Mrs. :>Ei ssie \falker 

CHILDRm: Herbert, Denver, William, Lawrence, 
Alvin, Elmer, l·:rs. Romer Beck, Mrs. 
William Stewart, Mrs. Arthur Shamblin. 
and Mrs. Lonnie Wi thrm.r. 

NQrman Dut't had resided in Charleston. W. Vo.., for 50 years, and 
had been a produce desier there for 40 years . He died or heart 
ailment at the e.ge or 73. 



Lee Du.ff (Son of Isaac DU!f ), C3ILD~: Howard, A.1v1I).• 
.t;thel (Monday), Carrie {Monday), ~ulah (Shamblin), 
Flossie ·(Bumgardner-), and ·r1111e {Ste-wart). 

Hiram Atlee .Du.ff (Son of Robert B. Duff),. c ·!ILDR.ml : Lester, Lako, 
Paul , Rus sell, Parvin, Grnce ( ~ammond), Dessi e (Kise~}, 
Hattie, end Verdun. 

H;tram was a stone ~llO. son, Carp enter, and f armer. He clied a t 6;a. 

t·.illiam Cunnine;hmn gnd Mary (Casto) CUnnin[;han, CT1ILDft.i:J.'f: 
i:e zi il-i. 
l!ct::an (Murrl ered by Waid Count' s Mob) 
Mi rio..."'l. 
Caroline (!>:url":i e d to I~anc Hewton ~f ) 
Y.:o. t!1ilde 
Daniel (_)eputy TJ . s. Nar st.3.l l , t~·.~c 1 · ing d own moon-
:tober t s'-ti.ners) 

Homer A. i)uff (Son of Isaac Du.ff) and Lilli~ (Ort) .0u.ff, DA.lJGHTER: 
Connie , born Sept. 20, 1906, 

mp.rri ed, 1928, t o Ge orGe i1 • . \eid , Phd . 
died, Dec. 8, iq47. 

George H. !~eid e.ni Connie i<c1d, i.JAUC-:~T:..R: 

Jeo.n , born 1928 
~1r:.r:-1 ed Willix~ ;.:;. J~-::c ~, 0 e c . 30, 1 950. 

v.illian B. J anes and J emi (Reid} Ja::.1cs, -:; ·r110HEJ: : 

c~~~1 , born Mar. 4, 1 952. 
~\ill.:.:"\1'1 ..:.. Jr., born J 1 ·nc 2~, l '?:;:+. 



To aatiat"J alleged claims •aid to the same public lands held bJ" 
Great-Grandfather John Dutt and inherited 1n portion by Great-Uncle 
laaao and Grandfather Charles E., they raised m d sold tobacco. 

On one occasion Grandfather and Great-Uncle Daniel were on their way 
to Cincinnati with a boat load ot tobacco belonging to Grandfather 
and Uncle Isaac. They had intended to lay in a year's su,ply or 
staples like coffee, sugar, rice, dry goods for dresses and the 
house, etC'. Uncle Daniel was en his way to Illinois or l-1issour1. 
'lhe Tobacco had been loaded at a point on the Ohio iliver about 11 
miles fran. Ripl e7 , w. Va., known . as Douglass Landing (operated by 
Miranda Douglass). 

<:n the trip to Cincinnati, Uncle Daniel fell overboard during the 
pight, and i nstead of swimming to shore, he tried to fol low the boat 
until they could p ick him up. It seems the waves w'ls·ned him under, 
and they found his body s ix weeks later abou t fifty miles dom the 
river at A. pl a ce c alled :rangi ng Rook. 

Ma j or Lee Fle t cher 
Nancy Pletch er 

Born in Rus sell County, Va. 
Born 1n Loui::?villc, Ky. 

CHILDR.l!ll of Hn j or Lee :-"'let ch er and ITlU1cy : 

l. ~~ Married Ch arles Edward 
2. Nargaret 

': 
L eah 
John 

5. Rachel Harried John Hunt 

6. 
Died Jan. 6 , 1943 

Mahala Harr i ed John Ball 
1. Albert 

DAUGHTER : Beulah 

Rachel and J olm Hun t ~ "ILDREN : Mattie 
Kenny 

Kenny Runt C?fILDR.rll : 
John 
Russel 
Hubert 

Du.ff. -

l 

I 



CH ILDRD ot Charles E. 

1. Bllen 

2. Joseph Brown 

3. Margaret Eli zab oth 

4. Oscar A. 

5. Martha Ann 

6. Reuben D. 

7. Ckner E. 

8 . :rancy E. 

9 . Luther Otto 

10 .. Lula Belle 

il . Wirna 

Born l'eb. 
DS.ed •ov. 
Bora Peb. 11, 1847 
Died liov. 18, 1900 

and Mary Jane 'Dutt·; 

Born Dec. ll, 1864 in Jackson County, W. Va. 
Married Dec. 17, iA95, to Willia E. Jones, 

Delaware Count,', Ind. 
Died JuJ.y 9, 1956, in Muncie, Ind. 

Born Sept. )0, 1866. 

Born Jan. 27, 1869. 
Married Feb. 6, 1918, to Willi'run Ray 
Died Aug. 18, 19?8. 

Dec. 12, 1871 
Married June ), 1900, to Cora B. Slaughter 
Died May 30, 1903 

Born Jan. 17, 1873 
Harried Hay 1, 1901, to George Thomas 

Christian, Logan County, w. Va. 
Died Dec. 17, 1943 

Born Oct. 5, 1875 

Born July 22, 1877 
Died Sept. 1), 1918, at home of sister, 

Ellen, near And erson, Ind., and buried 
in Bronnenberg Cenotory, Chesterfield, 
Ind. 

Born July 20 , 1079 
Mo.:>ri ed Jun o 20 , 1 908 , to Albe1"' t J. ·.·ltlether

hol t , Jae!: ::> on County , ·:1. Va. He 
11 ed Nov. 4, l 943 • 

3orn Feb . 4, 1882 
Died Oct • 7 , 188 .3 

Sorn Apr . ll~, .1885 
Died }'lay 9, l l\89 

Born Mar. 20 , 1889 
Died Peb. 14, lfi90 

f 
f 
t 
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a.oi-so Tbcmao Ohr1.st1m 

Mary Ieabol 

kol';3e Thomas Clu1.st1'ul.. Ir. 
ll"en• M Cbr1st1m 

CBI~t: 

Doris Harle 

... 

Bem ~ 11; 1902 
Marr:te"'t Aug, 2i 1932. •o Lorena Worrell 
Diec Oot. 19~ 9)2 

Born luJ.7 11 1903 
Marned Peb. l.3, 1929, to Il"ene M. E11101 

Dom Ho•• 26, 1904 
?1~1ed Mq 21. 1936, to Robert :E:. Wi-ight 

Bol'll JUlJ' 2, 1906 

Born ltaJ 18, l 9o8 
D1ed Mq 26, l 9o8 

-.... 

Bol'n Sept. 10, 1931 
Married H~embel' 22, 1961, to 

John Clla.i-ke Obild ot Wev Rocbolle, 
n. Y. 

Born Hov. 20, 1937 



• 

• 

Oaoar A. Dutt 
Cora B. Dutt 

DAUGHTERS: 

Fae 

Hazel 

Freda o. 

Fae Mays 
Bryan Mo.ya 

sous: 

l aul :3ryan 

Oscar ?rm'tld in 

1'""reda Jack son 
Horace L. Jaci::::.on 

smrs: 

Hora.ce Lj1:!an Jackson 

\'tlllln.r: :tussell 

Robert 

Fr~clin :,)avid 

Born Mar. 22, 1901 
Married Mar. 24, 1918, to Bryan Mays ot 

Jackson County, W. Va. 

Born April 13, 1902 
Died April 13, 1902 

Aug. 13, 1903, Born 
Married to Horace L. Jackson, May 26, 1923 

~om Dec. 10, 1918 
1·:a1•ricd I:1:1y ll, 1940, 1.. o Charlette Swartz 

J o::-n Sept. 14, 1920, 
1-~ o.r , ·i ed b'thel Haynes 
0iod July 8, 1961 

3o!'l1 Jnne 1 c; , 1924 
.Jied Dec. ld, 19~~3, in Wu rld ·.1a r II (Ensie;n) 
!.ID': :i ~ bu1•ied in !"<1ti .-,nal .l!..'ve:."'-reen Cemetery, 
a t Seattle, w· sh. 

:Jorn o)ec . 4 , J () 'l5 . ; '-

;.:a.rri cd ~oulnh AdeJ a.ic:e '.'.of:f'nan, Apr. 3, 1948 

:orn .:-an• 24, 1928 
!·'.nrrled Oct. 21· r l l nr'o 

• .-J ' 
to Ho.ttic Je:linda Redd 

:.o!'Tl J1•::1l: 
. 1( , 

~ I ~o 



Paul Maya 
Charlette Ma,..s 

CHILDRiN: 

William Franklin 
Bonnie Jane 

Oscar Mays 
Ethel Mays 

CHILDREN: 

James ~:ward 

William R. Jackson 
Beulah A. Jack son 

CHILDREN: 

Russell James 
Sandra Kay 

Robert Jacl:son 
Mattie s . Jacl:son 

CHILDR.Etl: 

Robert Dale 
t-:ichael Joe 
~ercy Allen 

Born Aug. 10, 1942 
Born June 5, 1949 

Born Dec. 12, 1946 

..!Orn Ft o.y 10, 1925 

Born Oct. 12, 1950 
Born Hov. 30, 1952 

301n l ~al· . 8, 1929 

~om AUG· 17, 1950 
3orn ?eb. 9, 1953 
Born Sopt. 12, 1959 

--------



Nanq B. {Dut~) 
Albert J. Wb.etherholt 

Bertha 

Orville 

Tom 

Hazel As t ep 
Hubert Estep 

• 
CEIILDREir : 

Patsy Lynn 

Ruth 

Da vid Hubert 

bert:w. To:·mson 
Joseph Townson 

c :ULDR.E?f : 

Joseph Glenn 

Peggy Ann 

Nancy Charlotte 

• 

Born May 28, 1909 
Married in 1929 to Hubert Estep 
Died Aug. 25, 1952 

Born Oct. 13, l '?12 
Harried in 1930 to Joseph Townson 

Born Feb. 19, 1914 
Married JUl1e 11, 1945, to 'lhelma Heal 

Born r.:a.y 11 1916 
Married 0ol;• 1962 

---------

: orn Sep t. 3, 1 9.33 
Mnrr•!cd Sej;t • .3, 1954, to '.Iaro1 cl Bnll 

13orn .·~uc . ~:~ , 1<)3~; 
!·~£>.rried AU{; . 25, 1956, to Gilbert .?13h er 

B~rn July 25, 1937 
Married July 20, 196.3, to Kathleen ~l 
3orn April 17, 1946 

-----------

Jorn Jan. 21, 1 909 - ~icd J an . 18, 1 959 

..>om i:ov. 18, 1 9JO 
!:ar:·icd Au :::; . 28, 191~8, to Reba 3o£gess 

-·Orn JlU1e 4, 1932 
J.!ar1•ied Mar. 12, 19:;2, to Denver Reedy 

Born Aue. 6, 1939 
J.:a:-ried to Jackie Lee Sl1aff er Jan. 16, .1960 

2 5C f ... 1 5 



. , 

Joseph Gl~ !cn«naon 
Beba 1'ownacm 

CHILDREN: 
Lou. 

Cindy XJiU. Townson 
Joseph Glenn To'Wrlson, 

Pega Ann Reedy 
Denver R. Reedy 

CHILDR.F2·i : 

Judith Faye Reedy 
Joyce Ann 
DIU Lynn 
Janice 

Nancy Charlotte 3:-iaffer 
Jackie Lee Shafi'er 

CHILDREN : 

Donald Lee 
Paul Douglas 
Jetfcy Dean 

Harold Ball 
Pat87 LJDn (Estep) Ball 

CHILDREN: 

Ramona 

Gilbert Fishel' 
Ru.th (Estep) Pisher 

CHILDREN: 

Gilbert, Jr• 
Gl'eg017 Thomas 

\ 

\ 

J: .... • • 
Ba- n Aug. 3, 1949 
Born Sept. 20, 1954 

----------

Dorn H -i.1· . 2 1 950 
:orn Ap~ . i6 , 1 ~51 
Born Aub • 12, 1953 

-----------

;}orn July 1..9, 1958 
Born Jart. 9,1961 
Bvln ~iov • 7, 1963 ---- ... _ .. ___ _ 

Born Jan. l l, 1962 
.... _ .. ____ ..,. ___ __ 

Born !JOY. 13, 1960 
Born Dec. 25, 1962 

-· ........ 



(NOTR: George and Robert Du.tt were Tiet1111s of this mob. ) 

(Copi-1 ! roa "Pages from the Past•, date unknown) 

VENGEANCE OF HEAVEN S&m IN FATAL FLASH - -qolt. From Blue Sky Kille Man Whose . 
.Rue Long Had Be en .Associated With Many .A trocious M:ar ders in Neighboring Roane 

and J ack son Counties . 

From a cl oudl ess skv caJne a flash of ligh t ning a nd Waid Coun t s lay dea4, 
by an unfrequented r os.dside. 

n~t.i m 
.aad n 

I t. wr. s no r, far from t.he scenes o~ a l ong series of murder s, in con-
.,· :..u wh Jcu nis nf>me liad een l)n man .. a t.ongue ' s end. And tongues which 
.- g ed he fore \i : d so •nen lne. ne11rd L. 1e wa.\.· in wnic n dell th erune to hi.a • 

11 Tb.e vengec.nce of 'the .Al m:gb:..y , 11 •a s the verd i ct o f 11i9 enemies, vo i cing 
t h e ser.tim.ent LliL t, vrhlle Count.s hhd never '•een con victed in e..n e£>rt.hly court, 
he rn1d "een c..:undemned by 11.. r..i r.ier euthO? ~\,y tnon E•Oj human judgti t,o pay the 
extr~ue 1 ··nell~ for r.umeroud hjdeous crimes. 

r ne f;·e•·;, fu,::;.r• o" t:,;1.Lning w~s s een ''Y many .'e r on~ en·i tt1 .... aocori.·•n: inl::'. report 
we " llf'"" !·d ~ :-t.· n.. ~l.t:~ · ro1.1nd . 9u t i L wt~ fo J.r da v ~ 1 ~ er '!l. :1e :i t, r P. r esult of t 11e 
de· rl .L.Y . ,-,lt, ·1ecC1lllc blJlfr . tir l Lhe 1JOd~· o f 4"1\id Court. s wt.s fourv'I. ~es.de him 
lo. 1.L L.; ; nn 1 .., lea1J '>dy a .·orr un:!USlt:!C'l.E.d o~ 1 c: c-rime, unr:'-sE::rvinp o! pani~h-
went. t:~\..her· Divine 01 · fin i te c•utnor·t~, so f~· r ~ti tne nuhl'c ~f; ~ (,\'(•·re. 

rrom Lnt-> fact t.nF t t.he boy 1'ft £? killed , 1. Ti'"- ll l•S t111:.. • ".lit'!' ~·r:er·d S 

of l'hld C')unts in;-isterl t.hi.t t.neu· d e e t h s werr.> strlct.lj ttcridr:.1':.11 f:ud could not 
be re,.:·_ .el 1-13 on act .;'' s u i n:M Justice. Ru t othr·.::s rec• lle~ l,1 P S<'Ol' P or more 
or gruesome ?t:'.lf''.lt.rs t•tf t ne. 1 occl.lrred over F. l orn• · e r i ')d o• : ~A.rs in rV1en e nnd 
Jack ~on cou:1t.ies. In C' onne<"ti.nn wlt.h t hem the no1.i.P '.>f Counl::; 0.r some or nis 
in~ Imo te as::-:c:c!o t.ed ht111 f• et:l1 'f. llispered , t:;r)llt;Jl fP.v.. y;crc suffl ::- i E-n t.l y outs~-oken to 
chhr!Te h~m or hi.:.; friends wic,n complirH:. i.11 t.1.e e' r )cltie:> . !3ut, of t.Pr L!:e result 
of t.he th inder-!iotlJ wb. ,; kno Jm, a1tJ:1) wer e · ol·i e 1.trn g .• ':.o assert •he . el 1ef ~ hat 

heaven ht.-i &venged r.ne m111·.fo~en .nen. 

Just. W!lrit. , art., if Ln . • Yi!id C0un • !:: t.ook l n t .• ie murd · _ ui' ~ S<'ore of 
men in rl.011ne and J a1~ k sor. COUt'Lie~, o· 1'1 'J !1!1 P.0 1, ci1rec1 I rEismtn~i le 
for t..ue c r _mes , in all pro ~ : i '. " ' .. , r· ~1.P.re e an a.newer 
in l:. !. Iv l J to t fib '-j Uee' ion 1' .~t. e,.· P. 11 Lil C~U11t~ l e~l 1:.!.o 1 .. .. r. . P; . !"e ln e!'-
.fer'.'!nce. .;ut i t. wL..d nn t .-. den I ed t.> • L!1P l e " ''re 1 •• 1111 u. .. H'I '" !;. ~" h t :1 e 
e.nd J<cirnr)!J count.; ee; tui-, ·.tie vict.ims.wr-re i~ tL .. m<'Jt, ev er .. inst.t.nce k1:<1wn ~o rie 
&iltecou.is.-1c c,o Counts s..."1d hlR ~ssoc io:Oes ·~ r.d 1,:..A:.., wh ile tllf-re tms 1 e~r llt.r.le 
dor. e ! r . 1.r1c: l'il-.!.:J 0 f 1 rocec1.1 1,ion 1 t1nd r1r~-:Uc11 l l~ not r1Ln, in Ln.e ffbJ r r "L•11vic.~ion, 

Coun L:> f.nd 801 .• e uf h .... s .ICln fPl•l ll8~·01.~l 11t.es 1:!f' • E:-l''=·P.d .. a !.· -ge nuai er or 
people Lv nave b~en reaponc ... , le ·or ~ nt: r epu :..i. t.hm I nefl~ c:ount.ius :~ve oorne for 
ye~r ,, es tho nome of slayer s. 

Att.P11t.~on had be.,n ca lled l"'Y on" f1'n.i1:ar with the det81lB of ro0siJ o f .b 
~t:~ r• ime s coiu11i t ted in t.he~e t.•'> counties Lo t 10 f act t n.e.t eithar t!~ose su,pect6d 
o f tl"- n..any ruurd€'1s t1ia1~, o.· tnei1 fore·eu:s , cawe t,o West \'1rghiia man) 
yet!rt: aeJ f10111 t.he 8 8.lile i11.me-:!iBt.f' secti0n ~r the Al legh,:.n:.· :·.m~ntalns, ""re 
cJ osely relbt.ed 1-.nd t»c1 ru<> c.ore so lhrrrn~h !n •. t:niari ia ge . he ..i , -eaki:; of e. 
crimlnsl t,ainL in t ne blood oC 1:nm:grsnl:~, .,\rl. ::::h µrompt~d murdei, erP.nn. snd 
otner cn1elties, and .'..nc.-fl~ceil jr, Jc1ter f!lnci ,'!.,:'"\~: as · re;:ic.l •# in•e·1t1aL-riage . 



Be thet aa it lllay; the writer bas no knowledge or the cauaea. B\lt 
it is known that crimes and cruelty have cauaed these counties an undeserved 
reputation, for the l awless element, thou gh forced by ite hrutalitiea into undue 
notoriety compr i ses an infinitesimal part of the population , and the pe'"i ple 
generally are of the good old sturd:: Amer i c c. n s tock t hflt has made this nation 
grea t. 

it w~s 1·efore t.,ne civit war, when t.his l.r 1 of the coun t r _ WhS not 
so tni ckl:; set·t led, nor so 1.ccessi; le to Lhe out. ::1de worlci as t.ona . , th; t 
imm igr ants from the moun t.a..;.n region Lec;an to ·01110-: t.o RoE-i ne and Jackson counties, 
end !.ner-e t.o l nt.. e1·rut rr • And it wt.s ··e f'o1·e t.l~P c-'\·\l v.1 x· th-::, the munit->rs 
thPre egt:..n . Perlvj"'S ~.,,e itterness r< sec-·ir•n• l s t.rife lr. 1 <-n:; ~fied fJ.n inn&t,e 
cruelt_. ttnd cneEi 11ened 1 • .JJi.&b..11 l ife . Bu ;, u10:;· o f :.w: cri.11J1: s t.h~.;.. st..f.nd out. in 
the history o f our nei gn" oring coun t. ies occurred 11 l<>n 7 : i me since t he wt·r e~ 

tween the st&tes. 

In thE:: Sllffi1.1Jer ·.n . fa ll of l '-.87 here wer~ s ix murders ne· r t.ne line 
between Ro1. ne c.ni J1:1ck Ron Bnd four o f t..hem tl'erE: commit t ~d wHhi.n t.hreP dey s. 

'1'11i s r t:Hlt :; of c r iILe tn! uut.,ol llili.l .to. ~·w : ·!. ri on 1rto e~· 13, E •87 , 
wr.en t.ne ttev. T . F . k,' tsn , of Caunts·r ille , on tne J~OWlf; C'ount: si de o~ the 
line, 1:. Metno:ii s t u,; 1dstc,:, wos s hot c. nd kille1 in his home . 

On v e f'o_l >w · n · dHy, 1, mo 1' s .irrounded t rae home o ~ Geor gi= f'uf f, Jr., 
&nd sl:..nou~.tl 1.e '11-ft n•1ec! t.im~elf us w 11 ai: he coul d , he •n P snot lo1f11 and died. 

·r ne ne:- t. ni r·1.t " 111oh t.ook Cnes Coon i•n ! r..o! P-rt !luff to ti.t> Lynn 
CoJ!l;• scno 1 h~use , lic.r. ~eci Coon, !. nd cut Duff ' s t. .1r nat . 

rtohert Duff n~ I 11s::;isted D~n Cunu~nyhPro, now of C1.&rles 1 on, en ... "I 
J t11nes f . 1t'~11en, still rf'si ! in~ in PPrk,..rshu1~, oth 1er ut:> Un ited St.Ates ~1ershals , 
in loc~ ·-~nr. t ne destrn: in .. some illicit sULlf :,rd · t is l- eli e ved thi.t, the 
mini st.ed end Lhe three c ·,nP T' vi ct ims of t.hfO ruo · in t,hosP. three de· .. s -,..ere " 
put t o dertt1 Lo 1•revE!nl t,oe : rosec . ..it.~on )f 11 wo1, ··st1'nere1

'. 

On the n i.p.t n!' Oct. 1 3 , 1 ~ 0 7, 1·f nr !:.he k.e v . r . P . k an hEi rl retiree 
for t.11e n iF'r.t, , t- mo• fl• ~h rer:l ou'.s i.de ilia h~vi sf' , Hn"' snont.:n g '"lccurrF-d . Mr. R." an, 
ir. Je"ense of· .. $ .1011Jr:: · r I ·,·5 l i fe, is sE-i: ! · r1 ·; , , •.. ,. J "irs' t-'not, 
t: . • 1cu was 1~u "Kl. fo.ilo"fl t: f f : ; 'nr ;'i·111 · 1.e 1 t. ;., ic , ' c ··.u1c•s 1 :nlilled.t&' e 
SI100I. ine; Of t.he l'ret:cher. f fl~ f · ..ol sl .. Jt W :., f i !'P.d fror:. O'I' :' i de C.ne rn1use :•bSSed 

l,1.rouph t11e outsi de "'c.11, t 1U·on 1:h the foo t .,, : 1 ; f ~.ue ed, t .J"mrn ... r . .h . 1:1n ' a 
· oJ~ , t.nrout.·:; t. ne nead oerd 0f t he t ed and w:.s tm:>erlded in r:e ceilin~ "hen found. 
R,1 t n li verl 1:. fe w n mr::: Hi d Sldd np t nc.'llgt1t r.e rt.1' 'gn; :>.ed t.n<· voice of one of 
tile 111011 w1 t1ch shol. him, l•'. w11s not. ce~·t,; in, < n1 n"'f 11in1 e\ltl; w··s done a· out 
p1·obe<"utinp L11e !-'r.ls pec t.ed m12.n . 011t.slric· 'h'· 1'•UstfTtner c- H1t1n wr.~- kjlled ~ne 
s ut>ll o f f1 Cbr ' dd.,e w1 s f'our:d and it "'. · 1: ·erl ·.!ned Lllat o ne of t.he Counts family 
owned Lhe o nl.'" rifle 111 t..n~ vnnle co11·1! r .s 1 1;~· ' Ii• ' · Ytoul rl fi1·e s11<'n a c-1rrtridge. 

ll1v l n1' h11d 1.:1f-'~r t·sU· qf loorl , Lie u1ol ' "°J k&d dR:J Ard nie11 t. On 
t.hP. worn !nt- of \JC'l.. 14, 1 .1.0.· 11 1 ·11~1n I' 'ht' • .. n1e of ho ert. (111ft', w!io was s ecurely 
t.1 .. a and 1.r1 k trn " 1 t.h L11E1n1. 

AL Lnl, 110111·· ,,r l;,.,11·,·1· f;uff, Jr . , 11110 w1!'\ 1t> 1 r1l11r 'llni;n t.he:. hf'proEJc-h~d, 

lli1oi wuh wi.tnJut, "'r11.< 6 !'lr~·rt '' v lie. into t.ht: tious~. Duft' t.rii·rl l.o ~et out. of 
tttf' 11ou8e, hut 'IYl•fl s t.o 1 !'' t :y,, i l f le shot., f11)m d1lcl. tit died in~ fe" ml..nutes, 



a-
wt not ~!-0re he and Chee Coon had dri...-en the mob away. 

Coon was told he had been accuaed o! murdering Rev . llr. Ryan, and 
surrendered, on the promise of protection. He and Robert Duff were taken to the 
Ryan home and left under heavy guard while t he rest of the mob gathered in t he 
lu'nn Camp school house, a short distance away, discussed their further proceedure 
and decided to kill both Coon and u!'f. It is said that, although a pa.esword 
was required before one was 6dmitted to their meeting, many outside.rs learned 
it and were present when the lives of these two men were demanded. 

It was pt:r•.ly bec1 use of what t hPy knew to nave t.rbnspired at that 
meeting that many ~ersons were so s t rongl y inclined to ~elieve leter that W&id 
Counts' dea th was a demonstration of the vengeance of the Almighty . 

It was s a i d at tl1e t ime tllll t ;;. ne• r re ls ti ve of Ches Coon, t·ea.ring the 
s&.me ne.me, was chosen as leader of the mo· v.hicl:! nanged Cnes. Jesse Goode, who 
wt:s first chosen Lo lead tne mol l uL declined to do ao, Rlt.hough he is s&id to 
uave r~rticipated in its work as one of its mem e:rs , Wl:lS c f te rwerds seen in 
J'oin t Pleastmt where ue wa s a. regularly ins t.alled min1 st er and preached regularly. 
Rut went.ion of hi.s fncc;er 010• 1 connection wes . not ruc;de to any of the members 
of his congreg·1t. ion. 

The cruelties t o U of tn~·. douhl e l:1nchinf7 vdll m 1· !l:, 1 1 ef~r rer•etition 
even now, though ala.ost .lBlf a century has ele1,sed since t,neir pP"·~e tration. 
Ches Coon was b~nged to a ~a~er beech tree, wi n b ro~e left just long enoueh for 
him to touch the ground dtn the toes of his stio"!s. All n i gnt he i s said to 
have struggled wit~ .the ro pe around his neck ttnd his nands tied i•ehind him. 
In the morni ng he wa n debd r·ut the toes of his shoe.=i were: worn tnr0ugn and 
even the toes of his feet we1e bleeding. 

finen Duff n s takeu by the mo h to 
.figure of Coon, and he resis t ed nls captors 
a knife and cut his throat from ear to ear . 
have been one of the lhost active members of 
brother, Si Counts, the t, he was ao close t o 
blood spurted into Si's fact and ceused hLm 
killed Waid Counts. 

tie slrung up , Ile SRW the st.rug• ling 
so vi1<0:rously that one of them drew 

MR id Cnun:s has 1 een ~lleged to 
thi s mo :,, and i t we s s1- id o f ti s 
Duf : 11'hen b Ls tltroa t. w1-: s cut that 
t.o fail"'". f.nd t.he li1·htening later 

Ten years l11ter , i n Noveml•ei· , lC.97 , a triple murder i n J1i<: kson County 
ca.used l?r' the lure of $100 shocked not onl:> that. count:,· '"iut the en t 1 re countr:• 
es well, 8hd resulted in the las t puoli c hanging in ~est Virginia, the second 
in J&ckson countJ. 

Mrs. Chloe Pfos t , a widow, marr ied a man named Green, and they 
cont..i.nued t o live in her old home on Stone L Lcll Creek, a.!1out two miles south 
of Fairpl&io, Jackson County . Green also dies, lea v ing his wido11, who had 
been known so man:, J eers as Mrs. Pfost th&t !ihe Wl:l/3 more often called •,y that 
nBJJ1e than Mrs. Green, wi t.h a fEllllilv. Two i:rrown sons ' ~ \..he first marriage 
had left home, hut Matilda &.nd Alice .• ,s , J• .... "'n, 1m<i their half' hrother, 
James Green, reruajned in the old home. Not far cn•11:. lived John ltlorgen, who 
worked at times for Wre. Pfost on her farm. 

Mre. PfosL s old a norse for $100, t.aklng u ?:D dHy note in pRyment, 
and Morgan kne" when the note was due. On the night of Nov. 2, 1R£J7 , Morgan 
asked young Green to go coon hunting with h i m, b.l1d while Lhey ware out he asked 
if the note had been pald . ~rnton replied that. 1 L would · e (Jb id the ne.xt day. 



rn. next aigD.t, .!tar the note had bean pe.id and I.rs. Ptoat bad 1ihe 
llOO hid ....,., Morgan went. to the bom of the Pto•ta, called J ... a Graen 
oat.tde and b•t Ma brain• out with a .attock, beatde the tlog pen. llor1u 
tho nut into the bouH and ... ting Alic. ooainl out he fraotured ber Uull, 
and thoacht ehe was dead, but she recovered and hid hereel!' 1n a chicken houala, 
•bere • la;r a.11 night unattended and later told who her a•aailant was. 
lorcan went. on into the house and killed Mrs. Ptost and Matilda. When Alice 
told ot the orille the next morning Morgan wa.s at once arrested and w1 thin 50 
days be had been indicted, tried, found guilty, and executed. 

This John lorgt::n 1 s aother nad aarried Andy Marion Raines and lived 
at Gay, J ackeon Cowity. A man rzy the nru:ae of Morgan, living in the neighborhood, 
paid attentions to llrs. Ra ines, and she and her huahend separated. But Rainees 
}lot even. He went to a field where llorgan was working and 1hot his, killing 
him instantly. He then fled to Nicholas county, and a warran t for hie arres t 
was sent there. Flem Rader, a !Ucholse count7 official and l ater a Charleston 
policeman, seerching for Raines, found him in a t ree watcning a deer lick. 
When Rader demanded his surrender, Raines b.imed hls r ifle a t Rader , who fired 
first and Raines !ell from the tree dead, killed wn)le res isting arrest . 

One of the coldest-t l ooded of the murders i n t his Ro1me-Jackson region 
was that, of Nathan Cunn ingna.m, older 1 r o t,her o f Dan Jr . Cunnin gham, now of 
Charleston, who bas sµent most of nis life in the service of state , nation, 
city, or count,; , or large pr i vate inter ests, in de l.ect i nv r.rime and punishing 
criminals. It • ai:i in August 1877 that Na t nsn Cunn inglt£Jn '"' s killed . A f ew 
montns bef ore that, Cunni ngham's bbrn ha n t een •urned and ne was pr e par i ng to 
to before a gre.nd jury at the Septeml..er t erm of court s nd swear that he had seen 
Cain Counts, a hrotber of Waid Count s and hnotner man set fire to it. 

Nathan Cunningham had been a de puty marshal and was an agent for the 
Bruens in looking after their enormou~ tract of land in J ackson and adjoining 
counties, and ready to testify against squetter s on it . For that reason he 
w~s not liked . One &fternoon he "as amhushed f r om behind a hig rock along the 
roadside and shot through t he brettat and the abdomen. Dy ing, he sai d to 
hia ll-year old son, who was with him, "To nome and tell your mother that Waid 
Counts baa killed me ." To Counts he called out , "Waid Counts, you have killed 
ae; don't kill my little boy . " His daughter pessin.'; alon& the r oad, saw ha and 
he asked her for water, but she was not permitted to br i ng it to him. for 
t hree hou.l's he l&y suffering, his sl eyers pr eventing anyone rrom bringing hi.a 
even so much as e drink of wete; . 

Though these are not all t he murders commi.t t,ed in the t wo counties 
within approximatel y h.al! a century, thej are t he most atroc1oua of the lot., 
and while but one exec ut ion , or e ven con vie t.ion of ruurder regul ted, the tales 
t ol d of them go tar t oward expla i nlng the verd1r t of so man: of t he people 
of tha~ aection that t he det.t.h of Waid CouHtl:l hy a 'Olt. o f llghtni ng that 
f le shfid f r cxu 1t ·leer st.~· was the vengeance o :' thn. Almi gnt; and hi s pun i shment 
for cruel iaurdera. 

Ab out t he s ame t.lme t hat \'fald Cou."lts wns struck by l i ghtning, on e 
of h i• aJ da died \<. i th a t hroat i nfection ; an ot"ier one d i ed of a 
l"'?t:t.•n 1 _; an 1 ti,.·o c tl-\ • .• ·-. n <' • •. " ~1 , w'1Ar6 t'-ley were ex ecuted 
t or rob~ ttJ"'7 a 11 ' 'T!Urde ; • 

• 


